Intervention
International law prohibits intervention in the aff airs of a sovereign state. Illegal intervention can take a number of forms and, in extreme cases, can involve mili- (4), it may still amount to illegal intervention in the aff airs of a state. Th e victim of that intervention would be entitled to invoke the responsibility of the intervening state and demand cessation, reparation, etc., and may be entitled to take countermeasures (short of military measures).
Use of Force
Article 2(4) prohibits the threat or use of force between states. Today, it is generally accepted that "force" for the purposes of Article 2(4) means military force.
Other coercive actions by one state against another (e.g. economic or political pressure) may violate the non-intervention principle but do not constitute force within the meaning of Article 2(4).
2 Th e reference to "territorial integrity or political independence" of states in Article 2(4) was intended by the drafters to strengthen the prohibition, rather than allow for the subsequently made argument that use of force does not violate the provision unless it is aimed at undermining these two aspects of sovereignty. 3 Article 2(4) is violated where pressure is exerted through a threat of military force (including, potentially, a declaration of war), 4 so long as the threatened force is not de minimus or would be justifi ed as self-defense. Such a threat would trigger the law of state responsibility and may entitle the victim state to resort to countermeasures (again short of military action). Only an illegal use of force that constitutes an "armed attack" (see below) entitles the victim to take military action in self-defense.
In the Charter scheme, all uses of force are prohibited unless explicitly permitted by the Charter. 5 However, it appears that military action must rise to a certain threshold to transgress Article 2(4), and that de minimus actions do not violate the provision. O'Connell observes that "numerous examples of states using armed force can be found that are not treated as violations of Article 2(4)" (providing example of "Red Crusader" incident between UK and Denmark; see also Corfu Channel case). 6 
